Introduction

'by reading and conversation' till her general knowledge
'was much more extensive than usually falls to the share of
her sex'. He also emphasizes her gracefulness of person
and manner, her social gifts, and her prudence. Orrery
speaks of her 'elevated understanding', and remarks upon
the prudence which governed her conversation and de-
meanour.1 Although the statement calls for some qualifi-
cation there is much truth in Scott's observation that
Swift praises his female friends for distinctively masculine
virtues.2
It is reasonable to suppose, however, that at the time
when the Journal was written Stella may yet have nursed
the hope that the tie between Swift and herself might one
day be drawn closer. He had announced his unwilling-
ness to marry until he was in possession of a competence
which he thought sufficient. It is probable that this was
no more than an ostensible reason for putting off a step he
never intended to take. It is useless for us to surmise how
Stella understood it, for we know virtually nothing of what
passed between them. But the affectionate terms of the
Journal^ Swift's repeated expressions of happiness in
Stella's companionship and his longing to return to her,
the intimacy of the little language, all these would, were
we to judge by nothing else, lead us to believe that the two
were bound by ties of love drawing to a closer union. For
the first four or five weeks after Swift's arrival in London his
letters contain scarcely any expressions of warm friendship,
but Deane Swift may, at the beginning, have blue-pen-
cilled passages he was later prepared to pass. Soon the
confessions of affection come often, and with an intimate
naturalness. Stella's weak eyes and poor health are the
grief of Swift's soul (26 Oct. 1710); a letter 'from a dear
friend is a dear thing' (8 Nov.); he is going to bed to dream
of 'Md' (8 Nov., 17, 27 Dec.); he hopes never to spend
Christmas or New Year away from her again (21 Dec.);
1  Prose Works, xi. 129-37; Orrery, Remarks, 1752, p. 23.
2  Memoirs of Swift, 1814, p. 245,
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